
P E N N S Y L V A N I A  L A N D  C H O I C E S

Activity 1: Principle 1

Land is a
finite natural

resource
that provides habitat for

much of the living world—
including humans.
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If land is used for one
purpose, its use for other

purposes is limited.

Each use
has its

consequences.

P E N N S Y L V A N I A  L A N D  C H O I C E S

Activity 1: Principle 2
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P E N N S Y L V A N I A  L A N D  C H O I C E S

Activity 1: Principle 3

People have 
different

attitudes and
values about

land use.
Those differences may cause
conflicts. Resolution requires
cooperation, compromise and

careful consideration of all
information.

PA_Land_Choices_Interior_Pages.qxd  4/7/09  8:54 AM  Page 10



11

Land use
planning is 
a dynamic
process

that involves local citizens,
community leaders and special
interest groups, each having an

impact on the future decisions of the
community as well as the region.
“Not to plan” is a decision just as

“planning” is a decision.

P E N N S Y L V A N I A  L A N D  C H O I C E S

Activity 1: Principle 4
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P E N N S Y L V A N I A  L A N D  C H O I C E S

Activity 1: Principle 5

It is a civic
responsibility

for citizens to be involved in
community decisions that

impact the character, values and
resources that are important

now and for the future.
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P E N N S Y L V A N I A  L A N D  C H O I C E S

Activity 1: Principle 6
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Ownership of
land means
you accept

responsibility
for the care of that land and

follow the laws and regulations,
making responsible decisions

about the use of the land.
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P E N N S Y L V A N I A  L A N D  C H O I C E S

Activity 1: Anybody, Somebody, Nobody and Everybody

P E N N S Y L V A N I A  L A N D  C H O I C E S

Activity 1: Need to Know Chart

What do you know about land use?
What issues are in the news?

What more do
you need to know? How can we find out?
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Land use in PA

Land use in PA

Physical systems impactpeople and peopleimpact physical systems

Natural and humansystems exhibit patternsof change over time

Land is a finite resourcewhich requires intelligent,sustainable management

Successful land usemodels provideexamples for others.

Most land use decisionsinvolve the role andparticipation of citizens at local
levels of government.

Community partnershipsprovide a foundation forcommunication andcooperation.

Write the problem in the middle circle. In the other circles, show a web of relationships connected to the central

focus. Expand the concept web to include as many aspects of the issue. Categorize the examples.

P E N N S Y L V A N I A  L A N D  C H O I C E S

Activity 1: Sample Concept Map - Front (1/2)
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P E N N S Y L V A N I A  L A N D  C H O I C E S

Activity 1: Sample Concept Map - Back (2/2)
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